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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the preliminary amendment filed 8 May 2005 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-41 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 01 August 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 
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3. S Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Kate Pauley on 27 June 2005. Applicant agreed to amend claim 22 to refer to 
"subcutaneous fat thickness" as was done in the amendment to claim 1 presented in the 
preliminary amendment filed 8 June 2005. The claims will be amended to recite 
"adapted to be arranged" in three additional locations. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 22, line 6, - adapted to be - was inserted before "arranged"; 
line 10, "quantity" was changed to - thickness 

In claim 30, line 7, - adapted to be - was inserted before "arranged". 

In claim 32, line 8, - adapted to be - was inserted before "arranged". 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Applicant 
cites several references related to measurement of body fat that include measurement 
of a voltage generated when a current is pass through different body portions. Of 
particular relevance, USPN 5,335,667, GB 2 160 323, and JP 2000-175875 disclose 
circumferentially arranged electrodes for impedance measurement of body fat. 
However, none of the prior art teaches or suggests a method or apparatus for 
computing fat quantities including any of the following, in combination with the other 
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claimed steps or elements: use of a measured value to determine a subcutaneous fat 
thickness; correction of a first voltage (measured between two closely spaced, 
circumferentially located electrodes) by a second voltage (measured with current 
passed substantially crossing the subject), with computation of a subcutaneous fat 
quantity based on the corrected voltage; computation of a fat quantity based on a 
measured spatial potential gradient; computing a ratio of a cross-sectional area of body 
fat to a cross-sectional area of the subject; multiplying a measured voltage by a power 
(related to size of the subject) and computing a fat quantity based on the product; or 
determining a visceral fat quantity based on measured first and second voltages. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric F. Winakur whose telephone number is 571/272- 
4736. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30-5; alternate Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Max Hindenburg can be reached on 571/272-4726. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit 3736 
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